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The Clontarf Foundation exists to improve
the education, discipline, self-esteem, life
skills and employment prospects of young
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander men
and by doing so, equips them to participate
more meaningfully in society.
Using the passion that Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander boys have for
football allows the Foundation to attract
the boys to school. But it is not a sporting
programme.
Each Clontarf Academy, formed in
partnership with the local school, is
focused on encouraging behavioural
change, developing positive attitudes,
assisting students to complete school and
secure employment.
Fundamental to this, is the development
of values, skills and abilities that will help
the boys to achieve better life outcomes.
Through a diverse mix of activities, the
full-time, local Clontarf staff mentor and
counsel students while the school caters
for the educational needs of each student.
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Message from the CEO

Welcome to the third Clontarf Quarterly for 2018. I’m pleased to take
this opportunity to share with you some of the exciting developments
that occurred this quarter, starting with the next region to commence
inaugural Clontarf operations.
In August, South Australian Premier
the Hon. Steven Marshall announced
that the SA Government will fund the
commencement of Clontarf operations in
the state with four academies set to open
in 2019. This is a significant milestone in
the history of Clontarf as it means we’ll
have a presence in every mainland state
across the country.
The announcement is the culmination
of extensive, long-term discussions
and negotiations with the Education
Department and the Premier, who has
been a firm advocate of our programme for
many years. The entire project has been a
significant undertaking and I want to thank
the Premier and everyone who has been
involved and contributed to our success.
Although the locations of the new
academies are yet to be finalised,
we have earmarked a number of host
schools and commenced coordinating
with the Education Department and local
communities with the intention of kicking
off in Term 1. Our challenge now is to ensure
our new academies open seamlessly and
are staffed with the best possible people.
On the topic of expansion, I’m also thrilled
to announce that we’ll be opening a new
academy in Port Hedland in WA’s Pilbara
region early next year. The town is home to
a large group of young Aboriginal men who
will greatly benefit from our programme
and it’s exciting to be able to bring these
boys into the fold. We’ve worked closely
with WA Premier the Hon. Mark McGowan,
the Education Department and the Port
Hedland community; all of whom provided

valuable assistance in bringing this
academy to fruition. I’ll be sure to share
more information with you as we get closer
to the new year.
I also want to take this opportunity to
thank the Hon. Malcolm Turnbull for his
support of the Foundation during his tenure
as Prime Minister and to congratulate
the Hon. Scott Morrison on his recent
appointment. The Prime Minister is an
avid supporter and friend of Clontarf and
frequently visits our Endeavour Academy
in his electorate. In fact, visiting the
Endeavour boys was one of his first acts as
Prime Minister – testament to his passion
and enthusiasm for the Foundation.
On behalf of everyone at Clontarf, I want
to thank the Prime Minister for his ongoing
support and I look forward to working
with him and his whole team to improve
the life outcomes of the young men in our
programme right across the country.
That’s all from me. We have some
terrific stories in this month’s edition, so
have a read and I’ll speak with you again
in December as we wrap up another huge
year for the Foundation.

Gerard Neesham
Clontarf Foundation CEO
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Prime Minister the Hon. Scott Morrison with Endeavour Academy
participant Jaiden French and Academy Director Jeff Hardy in August.

Clontarf A Worthwhile Endeavour For The Prime Minister
The boys from Endeavour Academy in Caringbah, NSW were visited by a familiar face last month – Prime Minister the Hon.
Scott Morrison.
The Prime Minister is a long-time supporter of the Academy and their lives. It’s a really positive story.”
oversaw its inception in 2015. In late August, he joined the Academy
Endeavour Academy Director and former NRL champion Jeff Hardy
boys for an early game of footy and barbecue breakfast.
was on hand to thank the Prime Minister for his support.
“They’re young Indigenous boys with a bright future,” the Prime
“We are very proud of what we’re doing and your support is
Minister said. “When you meet them they look in your eye, they tell
you what their name is and they have a sense of purpose about them fantastic,” Jeff said. “To see the boys come through, get up early and
because they’ve got people here that believe in them and their future. come to training in the morning and to lead a healthy lifestyle, but to
come to school then finish school and go onto employment is what
“When I’ve seen these boys go from when they first come in here
we are all about.
and when they leave, they finish Year 12, they’ve got 100 per cent
“We’re doing great things and all our staff are doing great things
attendance records, they’ve come from all sorts of rural parts of New
South Wales and they’re out there working, they’re at university, across the country. We want to continue to do so with the Prime
they’re changing their communities, they’re completely changing Minister’s support.”

School Attendance And Behaviour Key For Ross Kelly Cup Selection
It was established very early on in the school year that for the Port Macquarie Academy boys to be eligible to attend the coveted
Ross Kelly Cup rugby league carnival, they needed to have attended school regularly, behaved in the classroom, completed a
health check and participated in Academy activities in Term 3.
The 11 boys that were selected for the Port Macquarie contingent
achieved all of these requirements and were rewarded with a camp
full of fun activities, new experiences and of course, football.
The boys literally bounced off walls at the Sky Zone Trampoline
Park, jet-boated through Sydney Harbour, visited Taronga Zoo for
dinner - and this was all before the main event!
Port Macquarie Academy Director Charlie Maher said the carnival
provided a useful reminder for the boys to stay on track at school.

Jetboating provided the Port Macquarie boys with
a new perspective of the iconic Sydney Harbour.
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“It was encouraging to see how many boys rose to the challenge
and put in the extra effort needed to attend the camp,” Charlie said.
“The boys who missed out now have the opportunity to reflect on
why they missed out and to put a plan in place to make sure they’re
eligible next time.”
This year was the sixth Ross Kelly Cup and saw more than 350
Clontarf boys from across NSW descend on St Ignatius College,
Sydney.

It was hard to wipe the smiles from the faces of the Port
Macquarie boys during their 2018 Ross Kelly Cup campaign.
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Sport is an important part of the

Since being a member of Clontarf’s first group
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Dockers
Michaelin Johnson,
Clontarf
menchampion
who have followed
his wake to
reach the highest levels in their respective sports.
Whether it’s the AFL, NRL, cricket or even pool,
each of the following young men have worked
hard at school and pursued their dreams.

Michael Johnson with Girrawheen Academy alumnus and Woodside
employee Dylan Wallam at the recent Perth Employment Forum.

The Highest Level
Neville Jetta with boys
from Newton Moore
Academy in Bunbury, WA.
Willie Rioli with boys
from Clontarf Academy in
Waterford, WA.

Neville Jetta - AFL

Lewis Jetta & Willie Rioli - AFL

Newton Moore Academy (Bunbury, WA) alumnus and Melbourne
Demons star backman Neville Jetta was a major part of the
Academy during his senior years.

On the other side of the country, Neville’s cousin Lewis Jetta (also
from Newton Moore Academy in Bunbury) is guiding a young and
talented group of Clontarf alumni at the West Coast Eagles.

Former Newton Moore Academy Director Mark Skehan worked
closely with Neville during his time at the Academy and he always
felt Neville had what it took to reach the elite level of the AFL.

Lewis, now a seasoned AFL veteran, has taken young Eagle and
Clontarf Academy (Waterford, WA) alumnus Willie Rioli under his
wing. Willie, cousin of the famous Cyril Rioli from Hawthorn, has
become a fan favourite among Eagles fans.

“Nev was a great leader and role model who led by example,”
said Mark. “In Year 12 he was juggling a lot of commitments. He
managed to balance school, Clontarf and football which required
a lot of organisation on his behalf.
“He was part of a leadership group of fine young men who set a
very high standard for Newton Moore Academy and left a lasting
legacy for future groups of boys to aspire to.”

Lewis and Willie are also joined at West Coast by Clontarf
Academy alumnus Francis Watson and former Midwest Academy
participant Liam Ryan, who has earned the moniker “Flyin’ Ryan”
for his aerial antics and goal kicking prowess.
At the time of writing, Neville, Lewis, Willie and Liam were all set
to play in the AFL Preliminary Final between Melbourne and West
Coast in Perth. An all-star Clontarf clash!

Marty Jeffrey - Cricket

Marty Jeffrey proudly wears
his Sydney Sixers uniform.

At only 19 years of age, Dubbo Senior Academy alumnus Marty
Jeffrey already has quite an astonishing list of achievements.
In 2016, Marty was selected as the Sydney Sixers Community
Rookie for the Big Bash League that summer. He was also
selected in the NSW Country/ACT team for the U17s National
Championships.
In 2017, he toured England as vice-captain of the NSW Combined
High School cricket team - an amazing experience for a Year 12
student living in Dubbo!
Today, Marty is working as a full-time teacher’s aide and was
recently accepted into university to study teaching in 2019. Cricket
is still a major part of his life, and he currently plays in the NSW
Under 19s team and with St George Illawarra in Sydney.
In the coming years, Marty will undoubtedly grace our TV screens
and impress with his leg spin and confident batting.

DID
YOU
KNOW?

45 Clontarf boys have been drafted into the AFL since
2000, three of whom achieved Premiership success:
Mark Williams, Lewis Jetta and Joel Hamling

Gerome Burns - Rugby League

Jasely and Neil J Dimer - Pool

Harristown Academy (Toowoomba, QLD) alumnus Gerome Burns
was destined for great things when he graduated from Year 12 in
2015.

Current Kalgoorlie Academy participants and inseparable brothers
Jasely (Year 12) and Neil J (Year 10) Dimer have taken the
Goldfields by storm with their eight ball achievements.

He was awarded the 2015 Player of the Year for the Mal Meninga
Cup, a junior rugby league competition in Queensland and was
quickly scooped up by the Brisbane Broncos as part of their U20s
squad.

In June, Jasely captained the Australian U18s Eight Ball Team at
the championships held in London, where he guided the team to a
very respectable second place.

In 2017, he was part of the QLD U20s team that took on NSW as
part of the State of Origin curtain-raiser at Suncorp Stadium.

Neil recently won the WA State U18s Eight Ball Championship and
was selected as part of the State team set to travel to Tasmania
later this year.

Gerome is set to take part in the Queensland Cup in 2019 with the
hopes of joining a senior squad in the NRL.

“We enjoy meeting new people, the social aspect of the sport and
travel opportunities,” said Jasely.

Hot on his heels is his brother (and fellow Harristown alumnus)
Denzel whos is starting to make inroads into the Queensland
Rugby League scene. Nothing like a bit of sibbling rivalry!

Both boys have played eight ball for the past five years and
practice every day, closely guided by their parents who are pool
sharks themselves.

Harristown Academy
alumnus Gerome Burns (left)
with his brother Denzel

Kalgoorlie Academy brothers Jasely and
Niel J Dimer are racking up trophies.

Chatham Academy alumnus Ben Russell with Academy
Director Jeremy Long at Bunnings Warehouse Taree.

Basketball, Bunnings For Ben

Toowoomba Employment Forum

2017 Chatham Academy alumnus Ben Russell is
the quintessential Clontarf graduate - hardworking,
determined and passionate.
In his final year of study at Chatham High School in Taree,
Ben took up part-time work at his local Bunnings Warehouse
which allowed him to put some money aside and utilise the
many skills he had learned during his time at the Academy.
Following completion of Year 12, he was accepted into the
Australian College of Sport in Melbourne where is he currently
studying a Diploma of Sport Development.
Testament to his strong work ethic and positive attitude,
Ben transferred to the Bunnings Warehouse in Oakleigh so he
could continue to work while studying to become a professional
basketballer.
Ben is now firmly embedded in his new city and loves studying
and working.
“I have learned a lot about independence, coping with life
after school and living in a new city,” he said.
“Clontarf helped me to set up in Melbourne. They enabled
me to chase my dream of playing basketball and being an
influence for the next generation. They really cared and were
really supportive of me and my ambitions. Contact has never
stopped.”
Keen to share his experiences with the next generation of
senior Clontarf boys, he was invited to fly back to the NSW to
speak at the Mid North Coast Employment Forum.
“It’s a really big honour. I want people to hear my story. I have
had struggles myself but I want to show people, in particular
the youth, that anything is possible.”
As for the future, Ben plans to continue to develop his
basketball skills so he can take part in the Big V – the premier
state competition in Victoria. Eventually he hopes to play
professionally internationally before returning home to put all
of his learnings into helping young men just like him.
“Our basketball team has the opportunity to travel to China
and visit the NBA training centre there. Down the track, I would
love to start my own programme and combine my passions of
basketball and working with young people.”
Good luck Ben!

Senior students from across the Darling Downs, Burnett and
Moreton regions of Queensland descended on Toowoomba
in July for the biggest Clontarf Employment Forum ever held
in the state.
More than 80 boys attended Hastings Deering, Hutchinson
and included representatives Builders, Kmart, Protech,
from
Barambah (Murgon/ Qantas, Queensland TAFE,
Cherbourg), Dalby, Goondiwindi, Suncorp, Thiess, TTQ, UGL
Harristown
(Toowoomba), and the University of Southern
Kingaroy, Toowoomba, Warwick Queensland.
and Wilsonton (Toowoomba)
Darling Downs Employment
Academies.
Officer Marcus Priaulx said the
The boys had the opportunity Toowoomba Employment Forum
to hear from Olympic and had grown significantly in
Commonwealth Games weight three years and had resulted in
lifter Deborah Acason and tangible employment outcomes.
engage in a speed-networking
“As well as providing
session with representatives terrific opportunities for our
from a broad range of Clontarf boys to engage with business
partners and local businesses, professionals and practice
including APA Group, Bank their interview skills, a number
of Queensland, BMD Group, of boys have been offered
Bunnings, Caltex, Compass jobs directly as a result of the
Group, Cotton Australia, Darling impression they made during
Downs Tarpaulins, GrainCorp, the Forum,” Marcus said.
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Jay and Tyron from Warwick Academy with staff from
Caltex Australia at the Toowoomba Employment Forum.
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The Casuarina and Palmerston boys were snowboarding
pros by the end of their trip to Mount Buller, VIC.

First Taste Of Snow For NT Boys

Staff Profile: Luke Swain

‘Surreal’ – an appropriate description given by the boys
from Casuarina and Palmerston Academies on their recent
winter getaway to the snowfields of Mount Buller, north east
of Melbourne.
10 boys from the Darwin- boys were really excited and
based academies were chosen picked it up really quickly,” said
to attend the special camp as Clarence. “We’re all naturals.”
reward for their their excellent
The boys were even filmed
school attendance and academic carving up the snow by a
results, with each of them well
Channel 7 crew with footage
on their way to graduating from
broadcast on the popular
Year 12.
Sunrise breakfast programme.
For all the boys (and many of
To top off the trip, the boys
the Clontarf staff), it was their
first experience of seeing and presented to staff and guests
touching snow - a far cry from from Clontarf partner Bank of
the balmy weather they are Queensland, who generously
facilitated the whole trip.
used to in the Top End.
The Darwin staff and boys
Palmerston 10-12 Academy
member Clarence Baird said would like to thank Kat Watts
that despite the big difference and Simon Davis from Bank of
in weather, it did nothing to Queensland as well as all the
allay the boys’ enthusiasm to hit staff at Mount Buller Resort for
the slopes.
providing an amazing once-in-a“During the first lessons, the lifetime experience.

Mount Druitt Academy
Director Luke Swain is
acutely aware of the
issues facing young
Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander men in
Western Sydney.
Born in Penrith, Luke
grew up in Dean Park, a
suburb of Blacktown not far
from Mount Druitt Academy
where he has worked since
the programme opened in
mid-2016.
Luke joined Clontarf after a highly successful rugby league
career where he played for the Penrith Panthers and Gold
Coast Titans in the NRL, the Salford Devils in England, and with
Carcassonne and Catalans Dragons in France.
Following his football career, Luke went back to university
to obtain his Masters in Exercise Physiology. Before long, his
passion to help people combined with his acute knowledge of
Western Sydney led him to Clontarf.
“I feel really satisfied by the knowledge that everyday I’m
working in a job that has such a positive impact,” Luke said.
“Through the little victories we have with the boys, we achieve
so much more for the community.
“The progress we have made with the boys was evident on
our Year 10 end of year camp to South West Rocks last year.
The camp was a great opportunity to see how the boys had
developed into mature young men who were set to do big things
in senior school.”

Casuarina Academy Year 11 student Dray Thompson
carves up the powder like a pro at Mount Buller.
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Employment Visits A Focus In Term 3
Variety is the spice of life – a proverb that the Broome Academy staff took to
heart when deciding on workplace visits for senior Academy members in Term 3.
With the end of the school year drawing
The junior boys didn’t miss out and had
near, the boys from Broome Academy in the opportunity to visit the NORFORCE
WA’s Kimberley took part in an array of Broome base, the iconic Willie Creek Pearl
employment activities and visits designed Farm and Broometime Accommodation.
to show them the breadth of opportunities
Kimberley Employment Officer Xavier
available post-school.
Ennis said employment visits like these
The Year 12 boys relished the chance helped set the boys up in the right
to experience a day on the Kimberley headspace going into Term 4.
Pearl charter boat. The boys were shown
“These visits are particularly useful for
throughout the impressive vessel and given those boys who aren’t decided on what
insight into the various roles available on they want to do post school,” Xavier said.
board.
“They also prompt our junior boys to think
They also visited Aviair where they about what subjects they might want to
were treated to an intensive tour of the focus on as seniors and gives them insight
aviator’s hanger and introduced to pilots into what part-time jobs are available over
and engineers.
the school break and after school.”

Warrnambool Laces Up For Good Cause
The Warrnambool Academy boys used their annual football game against Cobden
Technical School to support a vital cause in the local community.
The match was played in support of the
Prior to the match, the Academy boys
Muscular Dystrophy Awareness Green took part in an information session about
Laces campaign and the Clontarf boys did muscular dystrophy and learned about the
their bit by wearing green laces on their impact it has on families and the community.
football boots.
All of the boys showed empathy
Local sufferer Christopher and his brother
Aaron, who recently passed away from the throughout the session and demonstrated
disease, are behind the campaign and had a clear understanding of the importance of
the idea of wearing green laces to raise supporting worthy causes and spreading
awareness and funds to help find a cure.
awareness.
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Year 12 boys from Broome Academy were
welcomed aboard the Kimberley Pearl in Term 3.

Thank you for
your support
Clontarf would like to acknowledge
the following organisations for their
recent commitment to support the
Foundation:
• Wesfarmers
• NSW Community
Roads
• APA Group
• Greater Charitable • Lycopodium
• Transurban
Foundation
• Bunzl
• The Phillips
Foundation
• AIG
• Estate of The Late • Minerals Council of
Australia
Geoff Bodam
• St Vincent’s Private
• Kelly Family
Hospital
Foundation
• Bank of Queensland • City of Bunbury
• RobMeree Foundation
• Mitsubishi
• Fell Foundation
• Gilead Sciences
• John Laing Charitable • Steel Blue
• Monford Group
Trust
• Shire of Esperance
• FuelFix
• TLA Worldwide

Workplace Giving & Donations
There are a significant number of
individuals who support the Clontarf
Foundation through donations and work
place giving programmes.
We are very appreciative and thank you
for your ongoing support. If you would like
to donate directly please follow this link
Qantas Frequent Flyer members can
redeem their points for a cash donation to
the Clontarf Foundation by following this
link
Clontarf Foundation Central Office
McKay Street,
BENTLEY WA 6102
Ph (08) 9356 2500
Fax (08) 9356 2555
info@clontarffoundation.com.au
www.clontarf.org.au
www.clontarf.org.au

